
PROJECT LIFESAVER 
 

The Reliable Rescue Program 

For Wandering Victims 

Of Alzheimer’s and Related  

Mental Disorders 

Sheriff’s Project Lifesaver Team is specially trained, not 
only in search and rescue and the use of the electronic 
tracking equipment, but also in the methods necessary to 
communicate with a person who has Alzheimer’s Disease 
or related disorders. Locating the individual is only part of 
the mission. The person who is located will be disoriented, 
anxious and untrusting. The Sheriff’s Project Lifesaver 
Team knows how to approach the person, gain their trust 
and put them at ease for the trip home. 

Project Lifesaver….. 

Protecting the wandering and bringing peace of mind to 
families, caregivers and communities. 

Sheriff’s Officers place the first, Gloucester County Pro-
ject Lifesaver bracelet on Harry Wohlfarth of Glassboro. 
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The county of Gloucester complies with all state and federal rules 
and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race reli-
gion, color, national or ethnic origin, sexual orientation, age, mari-
tal status or disability in  admission to, access to, or operations of 

its programs, services, or activities.  In addition, Gloucester County 
encourages the participation  of people with disabilities in its pro-
grams and activities and offers special services to all County resi-
dents 60 years of age and older. Inquiries regarding compliance 
may be directed  to the Office of Educational and Disability Ser-
vices at 856-384-6842/New Jersey Relay Service 711 or the EEO 

office at 856-384-6903.    

 
 Project 

 Lifesaver 

    
The reliable rapid-response  

partnership with law  
enforcement aiding victims and families suf-

fering from Alzheimer’s disease and  
related disorders such as Down’s Syndrome and 

Autism. 
 

 



        The Gloucester County Office of the Sheriff is 

offering the caregivers of those with Alzheimer’s 

Disease, and related dementia disorders which 

cause confusion and memory impairment, peace of 

mind with the launching of “Project Lifesaver.” 

        Individuals suffering from Alzheimer’s Disease 

and related dementia disorders are at risk of be-

coming lost due to memory and cognitive changes 

that occur as part of the disease. Participants in the 

Project Lifesaver Program wear a one-ounce bat-

tery operated radio wrist transmitter that emits a 

tracking signal every second, 24 hours a day. The 

signal can be tracked on the ground for one mile or 

in the air for five miles.  The Project Lifesaver 

bracelet is also offered to qualified Autistic children. 

     “Caregivers and  parents can now have peace of 

mind,” said Sheriff Carmel Morina.  “With Project 

Lifesaver most of the people are found within a mile 

of their  home.”  

 

Gloucester County Launches Project Lifesaver 
  New Technology Assists in Locating Missing Persons 

How Project Lifesaver works 

      Each wristband emits a unique pulse-carrier wage 

radio frequency tracking signal. When a  participant is 

reported missing, a specially trained search-and-rescue 

team from the Office of the Sheriff responds to the wan-

derer’s area where this system has been used, search 

times have been reduced from hours and days to 

minutes, which can mean the difference between life 

and death. 

      It is a well known fact about 60 percent of people 

with Alzheimer’s wander at some point during their ill-

ness. This technology helps families deal with the never 

ending fear the person may wander and be unable to 

find their way home. 

       The Project will more than pay for itself in the re-

duction of hours and resources required to conduct a 

search and rescue, not  to mention the peace of mind 

provided to the families of the participants. 

     The Gloucester County Freeholder Board budgeted 

for Project Lifesaver and the county funds the cost of 

the bracelet to qualified applicants. 

Anyone who has a friend or relative with Alzheimer’s 

Disease, or Down’s Syndrome (where a patient 

might be prone to wander  away) who is interested 

in the Project Lifesaver Program can contact the 

Office of the Sheriff at 856-384-4620.  Bracelets are 

available to indigent  clients who qualify. 

 

For more information on enrollment 

Contact:  Chief KennethVillanova  

Gloucester County Sheriff’s Office  

856-384-4625 

  


